St. Joseph’s N.S.

 Borris in Ossory

[image: image1.png]



Autism Class Information and Terms of Enrolment
About our School:
We in St. Joseph’s want to give the highest quality of education to our children. We want each individual child to grow and to reach their full potential. Our aim is to prepare each child for life to the best of their ability. We recognise and value the role of parents as the primary educators of their children. Together, we can work to provide the skills for a loving approach to learning. We take a varied approach to teaching our pupils and encourage the development of independent and living skills as well as academics. We don’t subscribe exclusively to any one approach when providing an education to children with Autism. Instead, we tailor our teaching to suit the needs of the individual child. 
Mission Statement: 
Our school is a co-educational, Catholic primary school which strives to provide a well-ordered, caring, happy and secure atmosphere where the intellectual, spiritual, physical, moral and cultural needs of the pupils are identified and addressed. While ours is a school with a Catholic ethos, it also has due recognition for all other religions.
Our school will strive to promote both individually and collectively, the professional and personal development of teachers through staff development programmes.

Our school will encourage the involvement of parents through home/school contacts and through their involvement in the Borris in Ossory Parents Association.

Our school will endeavour to enhance the self-esteem of everyone in the school community, to instil in the pupils, respect for people and property and to encourage in them, the idea of being responsible. Our school will promote gender equality amongst the staff and pupils.
Aim of our Autism Specific Class:
St. Joseph’s is a primary school comprised of 4 mainstream classes and 3 Autism Specific Classes in addition to a mainstream Special Educational Needs team. The overarching aim of our school community is the maximum integration of all pupils. To this extent, it should be understood that it is our aim to integrate all pupils enrolled in our Autism Specific Class into their respective mainstream class groupings when and if appropriate. Towards the end of each school year we will review each placement on an individual basis, having met with parents. Should the need arise, an earlier review may take place. Resulting from such a review, it may transpire that a child’s placement is inappropriate and this child’s needs may be better served in an alternative setting.

In St. Joseph’s we strive to provide a caring learning environment which facilitates the nurturing of each pupil’s full educational potential. The achievement of this aim informs all of the planning processes and activities which occur in our school. The Principal, Teachers, Support Staff and Parents are partners in their children’s education with the co-operation and communication between home and school being vital ingredients in the educational process. We share the same purpose – the care and well-being of the children in our care. For this reason, a great emphasis is placed on the areas of Communication, Daily Living Skills, Socialisation and functional Literacy and Maths skills. 
Routines and General Information:
1.
The school day runs from 9:00 – 1:40 for those children who have less than two full years completed at primary school (Junior and Senior Infants). After this, the school day runs from 9:00 – 2:40. These times are governed by the Department of Education Rules for National Schools and having been fully agreed upon by with the Department’s Inspectorate.

2.
Some children will be transported to and from school by bus. Each bus has a bus escort who will hand over the children to the school staff.

3.
Children are not allowed to enter the school grounds until 8:50.
4.
There is a 10-minute break at 10:50 and lunch is at 12:30 for 30 minutes.
5.
The children are dismissed at either 1:40 or 2:40. The children are expected to leave the school under the direction of the school staff. They are to be met at the side gate by their parents or bus escort.

6. If you wish to collect your child early, please inform the class teacher or school office in advance. You must go to the secretary’s office to sign out your child.
7. For security, the main entrance to St. Josephs will remain locked between 9:00 – 2:40.

8. A list of class activities (e.g. swimming, trips) will be sent to you by the class teacher during the year as activities arise.  A list of school holidays and closures will be uploaded to the school website each year and any changes to this will also be sent to you by the class teacher and by email. 

9. As per mainstream schooling, parents are expected to contribute towards the cost of school books, stationery and extra-curricular activities as they occur.

10. In the first term, once the class teacher has accumulated all the relevant information and having gotten a comprehensive understanding of the child’s needs, a School Support Plus Plan (SSPP) will be completed. A review of the SSPP will be undertaken in January/February. 
11. The children in our Autism Classes will have access to equipment and resources which are recommended in their psychological, occupational therapy and speech & language therapy reports, where possible. Children in the Autsim classes will have access to these resources in our Sensory Room and classrooms. OT exercises can only be done with those children who have recommendations given in OT reports.

12. Parents are expected to follow through on recommendations from class teachers to provide/ avail of OT, SLT, psychology, etc. support if they feel input from these services are needed. 
13. Home-school communication will be done through use of the Seesaw App. 

Information and communication Technology:

All the children have access to IT. The staff will also consider the need for assistive technology if it arises and if resources allow. Applications for assistive technology are dealt with by the area Special Educational Needs Organiser.
Exemptions for Irish: 

All Department of Education guidelines relating to the Exemption of Irish within Autism Specific Class classes will be adhered to. 
Policy on the Integration and Inclusion of pupils from the Autism Specific Class into Mainstream classes:
The amount of integration/reverse integration that each child receives in St. Joseph’s NS is collectively decided upon by those professionals who deal with the child on an ongoing basis i.e. class teachers, the Principal and support staff in collaboration with parents. The views of other interested parties such as Psychologists, Speech Therapists and Occupational Therapists will be taken into account where applicable. However, the staff’s decision is final.
Curricular Integration/Reverse Integration:
Having adjusted on a social level, children from the Autism classes may, on a phased basis, be introduced to areas of the curriculum appropriate to their ability level. The children from the Autism classes will not partake in mainstream class learning until they have mastered the art of:

•
Entering the class without trepidation.

•
Sitting down at a designated desk.

•
Interacting on a social level with the child(ren) nearest them.

•
Acting on general teacher instructions within the classroom setting.

Children joining mainstream classes for reintegration must also be able to abide by the mainstream Code of Conduct.
School Attendance/ Absences:
Parents/guardians are asked to ring the school if their child is absent or contact the class teacher through the Seesaw App. A reason must be given for all absences. If a child needs to leave early, again, please inform the teacher through the Seesaw App or inform the school by phone. Each child to whom the School Education Welfare Act (2000) applies is obliged by law to attend school every day on which the school is in operation, unless there is a reasonable excuse for not attending. The school authorities are obliged to notify the school education welfare office when a child is absent on a regular basis (after 20 days) or if a reasonable excuse has not been provided in writing for an absence by the child’s parents.
When you want to speak to a teacher:
If you wish to speak to a member of the teaching staff, please ring and make an appointment through the school secretary or contact the teacher through the Seesaw App. 
Parent-teacher/SSPP meetings are usually held in November. Constant communication and monitoring of progress is achieved through the school/home diary via the Seesaw App. This home-school diary will contain brief notes about activities during the day and will be updated by both staff and parents when deemed necessary. This is only a brief outline to keep you informed of anything which may affect your child’s mood/behaviour when returning home. In the event that any serious incidents occur in school the teacher or principal will ring you to speak about it directly. We ask that you comment on your child’s note each day as we can then be sure that all communication is being received. The diary contents remain the property of the school at all times. 
Information we need:

In order for us to be entrusted with the care of your child we require the following information,

1. Emergency contact numbers and procedures.
2. Medical needs.
3. Hygiene needs.
Changes in family circumstances, e.g. the arrival of a new baby, moving home, the death of a grandparent etc. can have an effect on your child. Please notify the class teacher of any such changes.
Dress/ Clothing/ Belongings:

A large part of our school programme for your child is building up his/her independence. We want them to be able to manage and look after their own clothing and belongings. 
You can help us by:
1. Choosing clothing and shoes that make life easier for your child (Buttons, Zips and laces sometimes cause problems. Velcro runners and elastic waistbands are simplest until your child has mastered the skills of using laces, buttons, etc.)

2. Teachers may ask that parents send in a pair of wellingtons to be kept in school for walks and wet days.

3. Tracksuits are a must for P.E and swimming days.

4. Togs, hats and towels are needed for swimming. 

5. Put your child’s name on everything that is worn to school/brought on trips.

6. Keeping a change of clothes in the school for your child is a necessity.

7. All money sent to school should be in an envelope and clearly labelled with your child’s name and intention for moneys.
Personal care:

Everybody works best when they feel clean and comfortable. Hygiene is a whole school issue. With this in mind we encourage parents to – 

1. Keep children’s nails short and clean.

2. Check hair regularly for lice.

3. Send in a change of clothes, nappies if necessary, and sanitary towels when required.

4. Ensure that uniforms and shoes are clean and that socks are changed daily. 
Toileting: 

When a child is in nappies or being toilet trained, any member of staff dealing with this child will be involved in the personal care of the child and will refer to our policy on toileting. If your child is wearing nappies a supply of nappies, wipes, barrier creams (if needed) and change of clothing should be sent in on a regular basis. 
Health Service Executive Input:
St. Joseph’s has no control over services provided by the HSE. All queries in relation to these services must be addressed to the HSE and not St. Joseph’s.
Illness:

Every child’s health is important to us. In order to ensure the highest standard of medical care, the following have been agreed – 

1. Home is the best place for a sick child. 
2. Wounds should be properly dressed.

3. Please notify us of any medication that your child may be taking.

4. As a rule, teachers are unable to administer medication. Please contact the Principal for arrangements if the medication is needed on a daily basis over a prolonged period.

5. Never send medication to school with your child. 
Suitable snacks for school:

While respecting the dietary difficulties faced by many of our children, we encourage healthy balanced diets. Please inform the school if your child has a special dietary requirement or any food allergy.
Homework: 

Homework is discussed with parents on an individual basis with the class teacher and set based on your child’s ability and areas of need. 

Behaviour: 

All children are required to comply with the school’s code of behaviour. However, the school recognises that children with additional needs may require assistance in understanding certain rules. Where needed, specialised behaviour plans will be put in place in consultation with parents and the class teacher to ensure that optimal support is given. Additional education needs will be taken into account. Professional advice from psychological assessments will be invaluable. A range of strategies will be used to support your child and their behaviours. We ask that school and home work closely together on behaviour management to ensure consistency in the techniques and in the language being used to manage the behaviour.

Physical Containment / Restraint:
In relation to physically restraining a child or children if they pose a danger to themselves or to others we will be following the Department of Education Circular 1999/9 Pastoral Care: Guidance on the Use of Reasonable Force to Restrain or Control Pupils.

“Article 4 of the 1998 Order authorises teachers to use such force as is reasonable in the circumstances where:

• There is a clear danger to the child or others;

• All other interventions have failed or are not feasible;

• With the clear intention of removing the child from danger; and

• With the minimum force required to ensure the child’s safety.”
However, it is important to keep in mind that only a minority of pupils will need to be restrained and this will be a last resort.

At certain times the school may ring the parents and ask them to bring the child home in the interest of the safety of the child, staff and the other children in the school.

Acceptance of enrolment terms & conditions
I agree to the terms and conditions of St. Joseph’s N.S Autism Specific Class.

Signed: 

____________________________________________ 
Parent(s)/Guardian(s)

____________________________________________
Parent(s)/Guardian(s)

____________________    (Date)
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